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Offshore oil industry constantly moves from shoal to deep ocean, the risk 
of oil spill also increases. As the core of the offshore oil industry, Offshore 
Drilling Platform is high-profile due to the catastrophic consequences caused by 
shocking oil spill accidents. However, the present academia is difficult to 
achieve breakthrough in the research field of vision, the definition in the current 
law is still a matter of discussion, thecriteria in the judicial practice is hard to 
unify, all of these lead to difficulties in ascertaining Offshore Drilling Platform‟ 
legal attributes and directly hindered the unification of maritime pollution 
legislation process. Compared with the active legislation attempts of 
international community and the relatively mature oil pollution governance 
practice abroad, our country is hard to hold a candle. In the lesson of Bohai Bay 
oil pollution accident, our country‟s legislation should break the situation of 
“valuing the vessel, neglecting the platform”, promote to establish unified Oil 
Pollution Law, which governs Vessel and Offshore Drilling Platform.  
This paper attempts to confirm the relationship between Vessel and 
Offshore Drilling Platform with the entry point of the latter‟s legal attributes. 
And based on that, this paper tries to discuss the choice on the legislative mode 
of Chinese Oil Pollution Law. Besides the preface and conclusion, this paper 
consists of four chapters as following:  
The first chaptersketches out the elementary knowledge and the research 
status of Offshore Drilling Platform. The elementary knowledge will be 
introduced firstly, and then the controversy of “if Offshore Drilling Platform is 
a vessel or not” will be put forward, research status of Offshore Drilling 
Platform and four theories of academia will be introduced.  
The second chapter sorts out the relevant international conventions and 















global scale, interprets the definition clauses and Offshore Drilling Platform ‟s 
special provisions in the legal contexts, studies on whether the concept of 
Vessel covers Offshore Drilling Platform or not.  
The third chapter studies from the judicial practice, on one hand, this 
chapter studies the relevant cases in the common law countries and tries to 
establish the norms of identifying a Vessel‟s attributes, on the other hand, this 
chapter studies the relevant cases in foreign countries and tries to establish the 
adjudicate norms of Offshore Drilling Platform‟s legal attributes. Based on the 
above, this chapter contrasts the identifying norms between Vessel and 
Offshore Drilling Platform, analyzes the relationship between the both.  
The fourth chapter analyzes the reasons of difficulties in unifying Offshore 
Drilling Platform‟s legal attributes on the basis of summarizing contexts and 
combining with the practice. This chapter also confirms the legal attributes of 
Offshore Drilling Platform and finally analyzes the shortage of our country‟s oil 
pollution legislations, provides useful advice for the legislative mode of 
Chinese Oil Pollution Law. 
 




















1982 年联合国海洋法公约 海洋法公约 
1989 年国际救助打捞公约 国际救助公约 
经 2001 年修订的 1972 年国际海上避碰规则 海上避碰规则 
2009 年香港国际安全与环境无害化拆船公约 香港拆船公约 
1988 年制止危及海上航行安全非法行为公约 海上航行安全公约 
1988 年制止危及大陆架固定平台安全非法行为议定书 固定平台安全公约 
经修正的 1954 年国际防止海洋污染公约 防止海洋污染公约 
1969 年国际干预公海油污事故公约 干预公海油污公约 
经 1996 年修正的 1972 年伦敦倾废公约 伦敦公约 
1973 年防止船舶造成污染公约及其 1978 年议定书 MARPOL 73/78 
1990 年国际油污防备、反应和合作公约 OPRC 公约 
2001 年控制船舶有害防污底系统国际公约 AFS 公约 
1969 年国际油污损害民事责任公约 1992 年议定书 1992 年责任公约 
设立国际油污损害赔偿基金公约 1992 年议定书 1992 年基金公约 
1976 年海事索赔责任限制公约 LLMC 公约 
2001 年国际燃油污染损害民事责任公约 2001 年燃油公约 




1977 年海上移动式装置的国际公约草案 里约草案 
1994 年海上移动式装置的国际公约草案 悉尼草案 
















1976 年保护地中海免受污染公约 巴塞罗那公约 




1981 年东南太平洋沿海地区海洋环境保护公约 利马公约 
1982 年红海和亚丁湾地区环境保护区域公约 吉达公约 
1983 年保护和发展大加勒比区域海洋环境公约 卡达赫纳公约 
1985 年东非地区海洋环境保护、管理和发展公约 内罗毕公约 
1992 年保护黑海免受污染公约 布达佩斯公约 
1992 年保护波罗的海区域海洋环境公约 赫尔辛基公约 

























Floating Storage Unit FSU 
Floating Production Storage and Offloading FPSO 
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, 
1982 
UNCLOS 1982 
International Convention on Salvage, 1989 SALVAGE 1989 
Convention on the International Regulations for 
Preventing Collisions at Sea, 1972, as amended in 
2001 
COLREG 2001 
Hong Kong International Convention for the Safe 
and Environmentally Sound Recycling of Ships, 
2009 
CSESRS 2009 
Convention for the Suppression of Unlawful Acts 
against the Safety of Maritime Navigation, 1988 
SUA 1988 
Protocol for the Suppression of Unlawful Acts 
against the Safety of Fixed Platforms located on the 
Continental Shelf , 1988 
SUA PROT 1988 
International Convention for the Prevention of 
Pollution of the Sea by Oil, 1954 
PREVENTION 1954 
International Convention relating to Intervention on 
the High Seas in Cases of Oil Pollution Casualties, 
1969 
INTERVENTION 1969 
Convention on the Prevention of Marine Pollution 
by Dumping of Wastes and Other Matter, 1972, as 
amended 
LC (amended) 1972 















Pollution from Ships, 1973 as modified by the 
Protocol of 1978   
International Convention on Oil Pollution 
Preparedness, Response and Co-operation, 1990 
OPRC 1990 
International Convention on the Control of Harmful 
Anti-Fouling Substances on Ships, 2001 
AFS 2001 
Protocol of 1992 to amend the International 
Convention on Civil Liability for Oil Pollution 
Damage, 1969  
CLC PROT 1992 
Protocol of 1992 to amend the International 
Convention on the Establishment of an International 
Fund for Compensation for Oil Pollution Damage, 
1971 
FUND PROT 1992 
Convention on Limitation of Liability for Maritime 
Claims, 1976  
LLMC1976 
International Convention on Civil Liability for 
Bunker Oil Pollution Damage, 2001 
BUNKER 2001 
Offshore Pollution Liability Agreements as 
amended in 2010 
OPOL 
Convention on Civil Liability for Oil Pollution 
Damage Resulting from Exploration for and 
exploitation of Seabed Mineral Resources, 1976 
CLEE 
Draft of the International Convention for the Mobile 
Units, 1977 
RIO DRAFT 
Draft of the International Convention for the Mobile 
Units, 1994 
SYDNEY DRAFT 
Draft Convention on Offshore Units, Artificial 
Islands and Related Structures Used in the 















Seabed Mineral Resources, 2001 
Convention for the Protection Of The 
Mediterranean Sea Against Pollution, 1976 
BARCELONACONVENTION 
Kuwait Regional Convention for Co-operation on 
the Protection of the Marine Environment from 
Pollution, 1978 
KUWAIT CONVENTION 
Convention and Protocol for Cooperation in the 
Protection and Development of the Marine and 
Coastal Environment of the West and Central 
African, 1981 
ABIDJAN CONVENTION 
Convention for the Protection of the Marine 
Environment and Coastal Area of the South-East 
Pacific, 1981 
LIMA CONVENTION 
Regional Convention for the Conservation of the 
Red Sea and Gulf of Aden Environment, 1982 
JEDDAH CONVENTION 
Convention for the Protection and Development of 




Convention for the Protection, Management and 
Development of the Marine Environment of the 
East Africa Region, 1985 
NAIROBI CONVENTION 
Convention for the Co-operation in the Protection 
of the Black Sea against Pollution, 1992  
BUDAPEST CONVENTION 
The Convention for the Protection of the Marine 
Environment of the Baltic Sea, 1992 
HELSINKI CONVENTION 
The Convention for the Protection of the Marine 
Environment of the North-East Atlantic, 1992  
OSPAR CONVENTION 
Convention for Co-operation in the Protection and 

















Environment of the Northeast Pacific, 2002 
Treaty for the Salvage Operation in Denmark and 
Germany‟s Internal Waters and Territorial Sea 
TREATY BETWEEN 
DENMARK ANDGERMANY 
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